BISHOPS CALL ON FAITHFUL TO TAKE ACTION NOW!
CALL OUR CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION NOW AND TELL THEM WE NEED HEALTH CARE REFORM NOW

Passage of a health care reform bill is uncertain, but the need for reform remains a national priority and moral imperative.
Health care is a basic human right, yet there are nearly 50 million Americans who do not have access to health care.

Take Action Now! Urge Congress Today to Continue to Work on Genuine
Health Care Reform!

Contact your Senators and Representative today (see below for contact information or visit www.house.gov and
www.senate.gov). The Capitol switchboard number is 202-224-3121.

Urge Congress to work in a bipartisan manner toward achieving affordable, accessible health care for all that protects life
and does not threaten life.

Tell your Senators and Representative that health care reform must include the following criteria:

1) Ensure access to quality, affordable, life giving health care for all

2) Retain longstanding requirements that federal funds not be used for elective abortions or plans that include them,
and effectively protects conscience rights;

3) Protect the access to health care that immigrants currently have and removes current barriers to access; and,
4) Restrain costs and apply them equitably across the spectrum of payers.

For more information, contact:
Kathy Saile, Director, Domestic Social Development, 202-541-3134, ksaile@uscch.org or visit: www.uscch.org/healthcare

Contact Information for Senator Susan Collins:

413 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Phone: (202) 224-2523

Fax: (202) 224-2693

Link to website form for emailing:
http://collins.senate.gov/public/continue.cfm?FuseAction=ContactSenatorCollins.Emaillssue&CFID=29029806& CFTOKEN=78807834

Contact Information for Senator Olympia Snowe:

154 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Phone: (202) 224-5344

Toll Free: (800) 432-1599

Fax: (202) 224-1946

Link to website form for emailing: http:/snowe.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=ContactSenatorSnowe.Email

Contact Information for Representative Mike Michaud:
Second Congressional District — Maine (Counties of Androscoggin, Aroostook, Franklin, Hancock,
Kennebec, Oxford, Penobscot, Piscataquis, Somerset, Waldo and Washington)
1724 Longworth HOB
Washington, DC 20515-1902
Phone: 202-225-6306
Fax: 202-225-2943
Link to website form for emailing: https://forms.house.gov/michaud/webforms/issue subscribel.htm

Contact Information for Representative Chellie Pingree:

First Congressional District — Maine (Communities of the 1st District: The counties of Cumberland, Kennebec,
Knox, Lincoln, Sagadahoc and York)

1037 Longworth HOB

Washington, D.C. 20515

Phone: (202) 225-6116

Fax: (202) 225-5590

Link to website form for emailing: https://forms.house.gov/pingree/contact-form.shtml




The Catholic Response to
GLOBAL WARMING...

“Respect for creation is of immense consequence, not least because creation is the beginning and
the foundation of all God’s work” - Pope Benedict XVI

Pope Benedict XVI asks:

e Can we remain indifferent before the problems associated with such realities as climate change,
desertification, the deterioration and loss of productivity in vast agricultural areas, the pollution of rivers and
aquifers, the loss of biodiversity, the increase of natural catastrophes and the deforestation of equatorial and
tropical regions?

e Can we disregard the growing phenomenon of “environmental refugees”, people who are forced by the
degradation of their natural habitat to forsake it — and often their possessions as well — in order to face the
dangers and uncertainties of forced displacement?

e Can we remain impassive in the face of actual and potential conflicts involving access to natural resources?

His Holiness concludes, “All these are issues with a profound impact on the exercise of human rights, such as the right to
life, food, health and development.”

Heeding the Vatican’s message, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops has called for “a civil dialogue and prudent and
constructive action to protect God’s precious gift of the earth’s atmosphere with a sense of genuine solidarity and justice
for all God'’s children.”

Catholic Climate Covenant - St. Francis Pledge
The Catholic Climate Covenant has been forged and Catholics are invited to take the St. Francis Pledge and live out their

faith by “protecting God’s Creation and advocating on behalf of people in poverty who face the harshest impacts of global
climate change.” Sign up to take the covenant at www.catholicclimatecovenant.org.

Faith communities and religious leaders across the U.S. are urging our elected officials to move quickly and pass a bill
that will avoid catastrophic climate change that threatens the earth’s ecosystems and especially its most vulnerable
inhabitants. In particular, we are looking to our U.S. Senate to act on this imperative by passing a strong climate and
energy legislation that will protect human life, create jobs, and transition America to a clean energy economy.

Our senators need to hear from youl!

Telephone both Senators Snowe and Collins today and urge them to support a strong climate bill in the U.S. Senate.
Include your views as a person of faith.

e Senator Snowe: 207-874-0883 (Portland office) 202-224-5344 (D.C. office)
e Senator Collins: 207-780-3575 (Portland office) 202-224-2523 (D.C. office)

Hi, my name is and | live in , ME. I'm calling to urge Senator to pass strong climate and
energy legislation, which will reduce global warming pollution and create millions of green jobs for Americans.

Send a Letter to Senators Snowe and Collins — A personal letter is incredibly powerful!

e Senator Snowe: 154 Russell Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510
e Senator Collins: 413 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510

Write and Submit a Letter to the Editor

Keep it short and to the point! 200 words or less

Make it personal—you can use an anecdote to demonstrate a point or speak from your faith
Use facts and statistics when appropriate, but don’t overdo it

Include your name and contact information
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